I am the Corporate Responsibility Agent for the Milwaukee Capuchins and our other brothers throughout the Midwest. Because we and our lay employees are self-insured and, in order to educate our young members and take care of those who are aging, as well as to enable young people to attend St. Lawrence Seminary through scholarships, we have stock portfolios. As our advisors counsel us how we can do well financially, more importantly, my ministry is to ensure that we do good vis-à-vis the companies in which we hold stocks.
Since we do not have a “screen” against companies contributing to pollution, as part of my ministry, since 1997, I have been engaged with ExxonMobil, the largest energy company in the U.S., on climate change. After years of denial, it now has admitted the existence of climate change and the fact that greenhouse gases contribute negatively to its impact and that a significant part of these gases come from the combustion of fossil fuels, which it makes. 

It was thus with disbelief that I listened to the Wausau debate for Senator Monday night and heard from one of the men who seeks to represent me and the citizens of this State that, in effect, he does not believe human-induced climate change is taking place. I thought: “And this person is supposed to be educated regarding the issues facing us in the future!” Even I, as a lay person on the subject, trust those who are truly experts (such as ExxonMobil) and the scientists who wrote the op-ed piece in the Journal-Sentinel 10.10.10.
A gut reaction came next: “He must be echoing the ideology of big corporations,” but then I recalled how ExxonMobil itself does not deny the human factors in climate change. Indeed it advocates a tax on carbon—something that this candidate would vehemently oppose, to say nothing about his opposition to cap and trade. At the same time I also thought of two other large corporations with whom I’ve had dialogue in the past month: Kraft and Kohls. Both companies acknowledge climate change and the need to reduce their carbon footprint. They are making significant effort to reduce their footprint and have data showing how they are doing so. 
I write this in the interest of encouraging voters to truly know the positions of the candidates on matters having such critical environmental and moral consequences. Not to do so could have disastrous implications for us and our planet.

Michael H. Crosby, OFMCap.

St. Benedict Friary
